The food of the larvivorous fish Gambusia affinis (Baird and Girard) and Oreochromis (formerly Tilapia) niloticus (Linnaeus) in Gezira irrigation canals.
The food of both Gambusia affinis and Oreochromis niloticus was studied. Organisms eaten by both species of fish are tabulated, together with the amounts eaten during the various months of the year. G. affinis larger than 25 mm are carnivorous and become more so with age. Food selection by G. affinis depends on the availability of food items rather than choice. It showed a marked preference for mosquito larvae. O. niloticus smaller than 150 mm were markedly carnivorous, but this decreased with age. Only small fish of this species are useful for the biological control of mosquitoes. Fish larger than 150 mm showed a marked preference for higher aquatic macrophytes.